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Subject:     "NEWS  NOTES  FROM  WASHINGTON."     Information  from  the  Bureau  of  Home 
Economics,  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture. 

— ooOoo — 

Today's  letter  from  our  Department  of  Agriculture  correspondent  in  Wash- 
ington, D.  C.  ,  looks  to  me  very  much  like  the  answer  to  the  maiden's  prayer. 
At  least  it  gives  an  answer  to  that  frequent  feminine  cry:     "Why  do  my  silk 
stockings  wear  out  so?    And  what  can  I  do  about  it?" 

Our  correspondent  is  reporting  some  facts  on  the  wear  and  care  of 
women's  silk  hose  recently  collected  by  the  Bureau  of  Home  Economics. 

She  writes:     "The  sight  I  saw  this  morning  was  enough  to  bring  tears  to 
almost  any  woman's  eyes.     It  certainly  brought  back  many  a  sad  memory  to  me. 
That  I  saw  was  a  collection  of  silk  stockings  that  had  gone  wrong  —  worn  out 
before  their  time  in  all  sorts  of  ways  and  places.     Many  stockings  in  that  col- 
lection looked  all  too  sadly  familiar  to  me.     I  saw  one  with  a  run  that  was 
started  on  its  downward  path  by  a  rough  garter- support.     I  saw  another  that  had 
a  hole  in  the  heel  caused  by  a  shoe  that  slipped  up  and  down.     Still  another 
had  the  familiar  toe-hole  because  it  was  too  small  a  size  for  the  foot  that 
wore  it.    Those  are  just  a  few  of  the  many  forlorn  stockings  in  that  collection. 
As  I  looked  at  this  sad  display,  I  thought  of  what  it  represented  to  many  women  — 
wasted  money,  for  one  thing,  and  disappointment  to  say  nothing  of  embarrassment. 

"But  the  cheerful  side  of  this  picture  is  that  these  stockings  were  col- 
lected for  the  purpose  of  helping  women  to  cut  down  the  present  high  death-rate 
of  their  silk  stockings  and  thus  aid  their  clothing  budgets. 

"Miss  Margaret  Smith  of  the  clothing  division  of  the  Bureau  of  Home 
Economics  who  made  this  stocking  collection  says  she  believes  that  if  women 
knew  more  about  how  stockings  are  made  and  how  to  treat  them,  many  of  their 
stocking  troubles  would  be  over. 

"Miss  Smith  says  that  many  stockings  come  to  an  early  death  because  they 
were  the  wrong  weight"  for  the  use  they  were  put  to.    A  frequent  mistake  is  wear- 
ing fragile  chiffon  hose  for  street  or  everyday.    Naturally,  these  very  sheer 
delicate  hose  can't  stand  up  long  under  strenuous  wear.     The  3  main  weights  of 
hose  now  on  the  market  each  have  their  purpose.     Sheer  hose  are  for  party  wear; 
semi-service  are  for  general  wear;  service  are  for  hard  wear. 

"And  this  reminds  me  of  threads.     I'll  confess  that  until  I  talked  with 
Hisa  Smith  I  was  completely  ignorant  of  the  fact  that  the  number  of  silk  threads 
j.sed  together  in  each  yarn  had  much  to  do  with  wear.     You  see,  the  thread  count 
ietermines  the  weight  of  the  stocking.     Sheer  hose  vary  from  1  thread  to  3~  or 
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4-thread.     The  most  fragile  hose  of  all  are  1-thread.     They  are  so  fragile  that 
manufacturers  won't  guarantee  them  for  even  1  wearing.    But  3~threa&  hose  give 
almost  as  sheer  an  effect  and  last  longer.     Semi-service  weight  generally  is  a 
k-  or  6-thread  hose.     And  service  weight  varies  from  J-  to  12-thread.  Light 
service  is  7~thread.     Heavy  service  may  he  10-,  11-,  or  12-thread. 

"Besides  thread- county-,  |  learn  that  you  need  to  consider  such  matters 
as  the  twist  of  each  yarn  and/knit  of  the  stocking.    A  tightly  twisted  yarn, 
such  as  you  find  in  the  so-called  1  crepe-weave'  stocking,  gives  more  wear  because 
it  won't  snag  so  much,  hut  it  also  gives  a  dull  rather  than  a  shiny  finish. 
Then,  a  close  knit ,  which  the  manufacturers  speak  of  as  'fine-gauge,'  gives  a 
sheerer  effect  and  "better  wear  than  a  'low-gauge'  knit.     Another  point.  The 
more  crosswise  threads  on  the  hack  of  the  stocking,  the  more  elasticity  or 
1 §ive'  the  stocking  has,  and  that  means  more  wear  and 'a  better  fit. 

"Maybe  you  never  considered  how  much  the  right  si  ze  has  to  do  with  the 
life  of  the  stocking  —  the  right  foot-length  and  the  right  leg-length.  But 
Miss  Smith  showed  me  many  holes  at  the  toe,  near  the  toe-cap  and  at  the  top  of 
'he  heel  that  came  from  stockings  too  short  in  the  foot.    And  I  saw  many  breaks 
at  the  knee  and  runs  that  came  from  stockings  too  short  in  the  leg. 

"Too  large  a  size  gives  trouble,  too.     If  a  stocking  is  too  long,  you 
mist  fasten  the  garter-support  below  the  reinforcement  at  the  top  of  the  stock- 
ig.    And  that  is  very  likely  to  start  a  ran.     Maybe  I  should  mention  here  that 
stockings  now  come  in  U  leg-lengths:     short  —  28  to  29  inches  long;  medium  -- 
3C  to  31  inches  long;  long  —  33  to  3^  inches  long;  and  extra-long  —  36  to  37 
inches.    You  can  ask  the  clerk  to  measure  the  leg-length  of  stockings  before 
you  buy. 

"Miss  Smith  says  it's  a  good  idea  to  measure  the  foot-length,  too. 
The  average  woman  should  wear  stockings  half  an  inch  longer  than  her  foot. 
For  example,  if  your  foot  measures  9  inches  in  length,  you'll  wear  size  3-1/2. 
But  if  you  have  a  very  plump  foot,  it  may  take  up  more  room  in  the  stocking, 
so  you  may  need  a  size  10.     Or  if  you  have  a  very  thin  foot,  you  may  only  need 
a  size  9'    3y  the  way,  for  overweights  or  underweights,  stocking  manufacturers 
now  make  other  conveniences.    For  example,  they  make  elastic-topped  stockings, 
useful  for  plump  legs,  and  stockings  knitted  with  a  2-way-stretch  top.  They 
also  make  outsize  hose.     Tor  very  small  or  thin  women,  they  make  so-called 
'hisses  stockings' . 

"I  asked  Miss  Smith  about  bargains  in  hosiery.     She  has  done  a  good  deal 
01  scouting  at  bargain  counters  and  she  reports  that  buying  so-called  'bargain 
nose'  is  a  gamble.     Many  stockings  sold  this  way  are  what  the  manufacturers 
-all  'seconds'  or  'irregulars'.     These  are  stockings  that  are  imperfect  in  some 
*ay.    They  may  have  slugs,  stains  or  mends.     Or,  you  may  get  old  stock  at  the 
bargain  counter  —  stockings  that  will  give  out  quickly.     Or  you  may  find  low- 
BPUge  hose  that  will  snag  easily.     Then  again,  you  may  find  a  sale  of  good- 
•l.iality  nose  which  the  store  is  selling  out  at  the  end  of  the  season  because 

fle  fashion  in  colors  is  changing,  or  because  the  store  doesn't  want  to  carry 
-«7sr  its  old  stock  to  the  new  season.     'If  you  want  bargains,1  says  Miss  Smith, 

you  need  to  know  hosiery.  1 

Our  correspondent  concludes  her  letter  by  promising:     "Some  day  I'm 
going  to  write  you  another  letter  about         silk  stockings.     But  this  finishes 
°y  news  for  today. » 


